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How do students see science and faith?
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The New Yorker

No ideas, religious or 
otherwise, get a free pass. 
The notion that some idea or 
concept is beyond question 
or attack is anathema to the 
entire scientific undertaking. 
This commitment to open 
questioning is deeply tied to 
the fact that science is an 
atheistic enterprise.



Richard Dawkins

It is fashionable to wax 
apocalyptic about the threat to 
humanity posed by the AIDS virus, 
“mad cow” disease, and many 
others, but I think a case can be 
made that faith is one of the 
world’s great evils, comparable to 
the smallpox virus but harder to 
eradicate. Faith, being belief that 
isn’t based on evidence, is the 
principal vice of any religion.
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When interviewed for the 2005 National Study of Youth and Religion, 
thousands of teenagers who had been raised in religious homes said that 
over time, their faith slackened and they became “non-religious.” Why? 

When asked to explain their loss of faith, their most common answer was 
intellectual skepticism. Specific answers included: “I think scientifically there 
is no proof.” Clearly, then, responsible discipleship today requires knowing 
the scientific evidence for an intelligent designer. -Sean McDowell

What do you mean by faith?
John 20:29 “Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you 
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have believed.” 

John 20:30–31 “Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence 
of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these 
are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his 
name.”



Hebrews 11:1-2 “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped 
for, the conviction of things not seen. For by it the people of 
old received their commendation. By faith we understand that 
the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is 
seen was not made out of things that are visible.”

What do you mean by faith?

Luke 1:1–4 “Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a 
narrative of the things that have been accomplished among us, 
just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and 
ministers of the word have delivered them to us, it seemed 
good to me also, having followed all things closely for some 
time past, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent 
Theophilus, that you may have certainty concerning the things 
you have been taught.”

What do you mean by faith?

1 John 5:13–15 “I write these things to you who believe in the 
name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have 
eternal life. And this is the confidence that we have toward 
him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us. 
And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know 
that we have the requests that we have asked of him.”

What do you mean by faith?



Naturalistic Definition 

The search for 
natural explanations 
of the world. 

Proper Definition  

The search for 
truth about the 
natural world. 

What do you mean by science?
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Francis Bacon

Johannes Kepler
Discovered laws of Planetary Motion

Robert Boyle
Founded Modern Chemistry 

Louis Pasteur
Vaccination & Pasteurization

Galileo Galilei
Father of Modern Science

Gregor Mendel
Founded Modern Genetics

Developed the Scientific Method All  
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The 
Problems 

with 
Scientism

Scientism is self-refuting.

Scientism is philosophy, 
not science.

Scientism is the enemy 
of science.

Kalam Cosmological Argument 

P1 - Everything that begins to exist has a cause. 
P2 - The universe began to exist. 

C - Therefore, the universe had a cause.

But what about evolution? 
Doesn’t it prove that God 
didn’t create everything?



Evolution gives us the true 
account of our origins, 
replacing the myths that 
satisfied us for thousands 
of years. Some find this 
deeply frightening, others 
ineffably thrilling.

Do you believe in evolution?

What do you mean by evolution?

How did you come to that conclusion?

Have you ever considered…?
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